
 
 Cornerstones Quality Criteria 

Hallmark Unacceptable Developing Successful Exceptional 
1a. Engage students in some of the most important learning for the year.  

 Cornerstone is not focused on the most essential content that students learn in the grade level (e.g., major work of the grade)  
 Cornerstone is not focused on meaningful topics, texts and or/themes  

  Cornerstone focuses on key content that students must master in the grade level (e.g., major work of the grade)  
 Cornerstone focuses on meaningful topics, texts and or/themes  

 

1b. Integrate seamlessly into our curriculum.  
 Content is unaligned to grade level standards and/or the timing of the 

 Interdisciplinary learning is not present  There are limited opportunities for students to work across disciplines (e.g., integrating reading, writing, speaking and listening, working with statistics) 
 Interdisciplinary learning is an “add on” to Cornerstone content 

 There are opportunities for students to work across disciplines (e.g., integrating reading, writing, speaking and listening, working with statisngήiǏ
 Interdisciplinary learning is well-integrated and authentic given the topic and task 

 Cornerstone connects to the big concepts that undergird disciplines or unite disciplines 
 There are rich interdisciplinary learning opportunities present in this Cornerstone that are aligned to grade level content standards in other subjects 
 Interdisciplinary learning is well-integrated and authentic given the topic and task 

3. Embody our Vision for Excellent Instruction. 

 Cornerstone does not sufficiently model Our Vision for Excellent Instruction. 

 Cornerstone lessons model the content-specific indicators of the Rigorous Content pillar 
 Cornerstone leverages a high-impact instructional model (e.g., Paideia Seminar, 5Es) that supports students’ academic ownership  
 Cornerstone provides opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning and supports teachers in 

 Cornerstone provides supports for teachers to cultivate a culture of learning in their classrooms 
 Cornerstone lessons model the content-specific indicators of Rigorous Content 
 Cornerstone leverages a high-impact instructional model (e.g., Paideia Seminar, 5Es) that supports students’ academic ownership, materials require students to the cognitive heavy-lifting 

Cornerstone models all Four Pillars as described in “Successful,” plus: 
 Specific methods, strategies and models provided in the Cornerstone are repeated frequently in our curriculum and will therefore support teachers in planning and preparing future lessons.   




